[Unilateral optic neuropathy associated to a dural arterio-venous fistula].
We report the case of a 43-year-old female patient that had a subacute loss of visual acuity on her left eye, initially lacking any additional symptom or sign of intracranial hypertension. She was diagnosed and studied as an optic neuropathy. The cranial MR was normal and it did not show changes on the signal of the optic nerve. The patient did not improve with steroidal treatment. She was re-admitted three months later due to cephalalgia without any modification of the visual symptomatology. On this occasion a high intracranial pressure (400 mmH20) was recorder on lumbar tap. A thrombosis of the right transverse sinus with an associated complex dural arterio-venous fistula, was visualized at the Angio-MRI and cerebral arteriography. We suggest a relationship between optical neuropathy and dural arterio-venous fistula. We also discuss the attitude with regard to patients suffering from optic neuropathies and endocranial hypertension of uncertain origin.